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All Ari'tii; type )f tlu' r.iiiiily of (ijitluls, to which tlic s|)i'cilic nami-s

(laitus )tnr(i(fa, (f. fparilis, ami (t. >r<trhnn havt* Iummj j;iviMi, is «listiii

;,MiishtMl l>y lu'aiii like iiar.i|>t)|thys('.s of thr alMlomiiial vertebra* chan-

iirltd l)»'h»\v. Tills petMiliarity, it was supposed, lia<l l»('(>n first ma«le

kiiiiuii li\ Dt. r.( III. i'.y AiiHMieat) aiiuiors the name TUcgia (of Swain-

son) or snhseqneiitly I'lemofjaihtH (j^iven l»y Hean because Tihitia was

]ireoccii)»ic(l) has l)cen used as a snl);;eneii(' or <;cm'ric name. No one

siippostil tliat a previous name couhl ha\e been };iven; but in looking

thiou;,'h \»)himcs of the '•M«'moires de hi Socicte Impi riale des Natura-

listes de Moscoii,*^ re<'ently obtained to till j^aps in the series in the

Iibiai.s of the Smithsonian Institution. 1 came across a memoir lueviously

. iitirely unknown to me as well as to others. The nu-moir is entitle<l

• l{ccher<'hes zoologiques par (J. I'ischer," and is in the fourth volume

(lM id., pp. Ii37-J7r)). The volume was ori;rinally pulilishcd in 1.S12

and isl.l, but a second edition was issued in IS.'^O
(

isiJ-lsi.t. Ri'im

|trimfscn ls;{()). Tlu* Researches comprisctl four chapti'rs, viz : ''I. Sur

le8ynidu('auease"(p.l.'40); "11. Siir le.Ieltopusick" (p. 241 ); "ill. Sur
le Navafia" (p. 2">L'); *'I\'. Notices sur I'anatomie <les poissons: A. Siir

r.iuie des poissorjs'' (p. 205) and " 11. Sur une articidation projjre anx
poissons; articulation annulaire'' (p. 272). The memoir was illustrated

by ci;,'ht plates (pi. 2-9), on four of which (pi. Ti-S) were delineateil struc-

tural details of the Nava;;a as well as a ;;ood li;;ure of the entire fish, the

best indeed that has been publisheii.

Dr. I'iseher. in the chapter on the Navapa (III. Sur le Navapa), ties

ij;nat«'d that fish as the ^^ FJIeffinus nnrugn, Fischer.

—

(imius naragay

Pallas. " lb rt'calh'd that Pallas had recopni/«'«l it as a distinct 8|»ecie8

but that Tilesius re;:arded it as a mere variety of the common ("od

Goiius crtllarinn). \\>\ however, not only consiilered it to be spe-

< itically tlistinct, but even generically ditVerent from Oatlm* After

* .Ii' tActnTiii ill' ()<(iii<>ntr«>r i|ii<> If Nnvafja cut iinn sciilptnont iino cfi|idrc distincte,

ce i|iio I'.iilim u (li^j.i pro iv6, maiii iprd «lift'45n* lucnic g<^iidriquemcut du genn' Ga-
ifn« |"i«, »i..r, 0. c.,

J».
*.i.'»4.
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304 ON ELEGINUS OF FISCHER—GILL.

enumerating the Cuvieriau subdivisions of Gadus Linn., he gave the

characteristics of the new genus in the following terms :
*

Le genre Eleginus, {'EXsylvor, d'Aristote, d^sigaaut dea poissoas qui viveat en

soci^t^) auquel le Navaga de la mer blanc sert de type, a beaucoup de ressemblance

avec la premiere section des Gades, ayaut trois nageoires dorsales et deux anales,

mais dont le barbillon est si petit qu'on a peine a I'aporcevoir. La t6te est forte, les

mdcboires scut moius dent(5es, et le corps est plus aroudi que d6prim6. La ligne

laterale est complete et fait uue graude courbe derrifere I'anus. Le squelette offre

uue peculiarity qu'on ue trouve daus aucun autre poisson, c'est que les apophyses

transversales des vertebres du dos sout tres alougees, et creus^es, et se termiuent dans

uu petit corps obtusemeut couique et 6vase de sorte que toute I'apophyse ressemble

assez a la forme d'une pautoufle. Aussi les AUemauds a Moscou, a cause de cette

singuliere conformation de sod Sfjuelette, appelleut-ils ce poisson Pantoffelfiscli.

While mistaken iu supposing that the possessioa of elongated hol-

lowed transverse apophyses was entirely peculiar to the Navaga, Fisch-

er's description was admirable for the time and quite pertinent to the

genus. Strange that we have to go back to the early part of the cen-

tury to a Russian t naturalist for detiuite information respecting a com-

mon North European fishlf Dr. Giiiither, iu his great work (v. 4, p,

330), gave a brief diagnosis merely of the external features of the

Navaga immediately after his diagnosis of the common Cod {Gadus

morrhva), and no reason was therein given for supposing it was nota-

bly distinct from the latter species. Its vertebrse were noticed simply

as *'Vert. 58," thus contrasting with the "Vert. 19-32" of the Cod,

nothing being said of the structure of either.

It therefore now appears that the name Eleginus must be revived as

the generic designation of the arctic Gadid variously named G. navaga,

G. gracilis and G. wachna.

ELEGINUS.

Synonyiny.

Eleginus G. Fischer, M6m. Soc. Nat. Moscou, v. 4, (2d ed., p. 252-257), 1813.

Tilesia Swainson, Nat. Hist. Fishes, etc., v. 2, p. 300, 1839 (not Tilesia Lam., 1821).

Pleurogadua Bean with Jordan, Cat. Fishes N. Am., p. 1.30, 1885.

ONLY SPECIES.

Eleginus navaga (Kolreuter, 1770) G. Fischer = Gadus gracilis Tilesius ^ = Gadus

wachna Pallas.

Habitat: Northern Russia, Bering Sea.||

*The peculiarities of the original accentuation and spelling are reproduced.

tDr. Fischer, like most of the early Russian naturalists, was of German birth and

a fellow-student at Leipzig with Tilesius.

tLe Navaga, qui gel6 en hiver est transports du port d'Arkhangel en trhs grande

quantity a Moscou et a St.-PStersbourg, ou il fait partie des mets dSlicats qui se

consomment dans les deux capitales. Fischer, o. c, p. 252.

§ Tilesius regarded the Russian navaga as a variety of the common cod (o. c, p.

253, etc.).

II
In mare boreo versus hyeraem magna copia capitur - - -; capitur etiam atl oceani

glacialis oram, usque ad Ob tl. ostia. In balthico deest. Pallas, Zoogr. R. As., v.

3, p. Iy6.
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Al'l'KNDIX ON KLKlilNUS OF Cl'VIKK AND VALKNriENNE.S.

ELEGINUS Ciiv A V.il.

Tho r«'st<)ratit)ii ot the iiaiiu* iUvtjinuH ol I'lsclier iirci'ssilaU'H tin* sup-

prrssiuii oftlu' iiaiin' lUti/inns of CiiviiT and Vah'iM"i»'iiiu's, |»io|iii.st'(| in

IS.JO as till' ^^eiu'iic iU'si;,'nati()n of a pi'cnliar ^riMiiis of in>t(»t lu'iiioid li>lif.H

«liarai't*'risli<r of the MontlnMii Pacitic. For tin* nototlu-uuiitl griius tho

t«'inj EU'fi'mnps may l»r used. i'lvijinopH was snj;;;osted for two tislioM

oii;;inallv retorri'd to Aphrilis by .It-nyns (.1. umiiilatiis mhI A. poroitua).

Tlic pii'sent antlun" appnriatrd the ndation of those tishfs to EUijinuH

(C. \'.) about llu" tiin«' lie n-ccivtMl proof of a "Synopsis of thr SoUttlu-

tiioids" and appended to that paper an addendnni. viz:

NoTK. —After th»« proctMliiijj |in|u<r liml Ih'cij (orwanlf«I totbo AcatkMiiy, it wan ills-

(-i)ViTi'<l tiiat twi> Hpei'i(*s (.l/iArifi« uiidulatua iiihI .1. poruawi), rcforrt'il liy Joiiyiiit to

tli«' ;;iMuiN .IphriliM, not only ari> jji'iiorifully (listiiict, Imt lit'lmij; to a dillVTiMit fiiinily,

ami luriu a ;;oiiiim nearly relatetl to Klnjinua, which will bo at an early date (leiKTilK>d

aa Hltginopt. Aphrilia i.i apparently most nearly n-laleil to tho goniiM I'rrcophii'.

On subsequently eiideaivorint; to dia;;nose Ehijinops^ the autlioi l»e-

I aine eonvmeeil that there was no t^eiieric ditVerenee between it and
KUijinus, and that the tw«) nominal species were probably the youn;;of

ilie typical KItijinus. Dr. (liinther, in whom the youn^jauthor hail then

much contith'uce, had adopted .lenyns's spe«-ies, but thought that "the

two following species api>ear to form another genus," viz: " L*. AphntiH

unduhituM^ and ".i. .1. pDrosus"^ He evidently hail no suspicion that

they were at all rehited to EUujinuH.

mIiII, PriH-. Acail. Nat. 8c.. Phi la., l«HU, ^.'Jii.

• Gilnther, Cat. Fishes, IV. 'JJ3. I'HJit.

I'roc. N. M. !»! L'n


